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Op 5 Februarie het die BWAV se
kantoor verskuif na DIY Depot in 4de
Straat teenoor Standard Bank. Die
besluit het gekom ná die bedanking
van Mnr. Theron Wessels as
President van die vereniging.

Mnr. Wessels het gedurende Januarie
bedank as President van die BWAV
maar bly nogsteeds ‘n getroue lid. Die
BWAV bestuur wil graag vir Mnr.
Theron Wessels bedank vir die jare
wat die BWAV kantoor by Theron
Wessels & Vennote se perseel kon
wees. Die BWAV bevestig graag
hiermee, ook op skrif, ons waardering
vir Mnr. Wessels se dienslewering en
bystand, nie net as lid nie, maar ook
as President van die BWAV. Mnr.
Wessels is ook ‘n stigterslid en dra
van dag een af die BWAV se belange
op die hart. Daarvoor kan ons hom nie
genoeg bedank nie. Sy raad en
grappies sal gemis word op die
bestuursvergaderings.

Ons waardering aan Daleen en Ruben
Rautenbach wat ons weereens die
geleentheid gebied het om die BWAV
kantoor vanaf die geboue van DIY
Depot te kan bedryf, en is besigheid
tans weer soos voorheen. Ledegeld vir
2018 is nou betaalbaar en lidmaatskap
kaarte kan ook afgehaal word. Die
skietbaan se sleutel is beskikbaar by
die kantoor indien daar lede is wat wil
gebruik maak van die skietbaan.
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The Constitutional Court reserved
judgement in the court application by
SA Hunters and the Minister of Police
on the constitutionality of Sections 24
and 28 of the Firearms Control Act
(Act 60 of 2000). Judgement can be
expected anytime between four to
twelve weeks from today.

Therefore, firearm owners will have to
be patient for a little while longer for
clarity on their position regarding
expired firearm licences and the way
forward.

The Constitutional Court hearing
emanated from a judgement by the
Gauteng High Court on 4 July 2017,
when Judge Tolmay ruled in favour of
SA Hunters’ application, declaring
sections 24 and 28 of the Act
unconstitutional. Subsequently, the
Minister of Police appealed against
this High Court ruling, while SA
Hunters applied for ratification of the
same ruling in the Constitutional
Court. Both applications were heard
on Wednesday, 7 February 2018.
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Fred Camphor, CEO of SA Hunters and
Game Conservation Association, said
they are confident that the full bench
of judges heard sufficient arguments
to establish a good idea of the
limitations inherent in certain sections
of the Act, as well uncertainties
created by the interpretation and
implementation of Sections 24 and 28
of the Act by the SAPS, and the
difficulties that law-abiding firearm
owners - and the SAPS - have to deal
with.

“We are confident that the Court‘s
judgement will accommodate and
assist us in resolving at least some of
these uncertainties,” Camphor said.
He was cautious not to speculate
about the pending judgement but said
that a ruling in favour of the SA
Hunters application could create
opportunities to not only address the
problems regarding Sections 24 and
28, but also to review other
shortcomings in the Act. “Should the
Court refer the Act to parliament to
revise sections 24 and 28, it would
make sense to use the opportunity to
review the Act in totality.”

Camphor said the Court could also,
other than declare sections of the Act
unconstitutional, give guidance on the
exact interpretation of these two
sections within the broader
requirements of the Act and give
specific instructions on its
implementation.

In a media summary released before
the court procedures started, the
Constitutional Court described the
purpose of the Act as “…broad and
includes enhancing the constitutional
rights to life and bodily integrity as



NUWE BWAV LEDE vir 2018

• Jaco Pieterse
• Anette Reeves
• Herman de Goede
• Susan Kruger
• Andrew Kruger
• Hans Botha

LIEF EN LEED

• Mnr Coen Weilbach wag vir
bestraling.

• Mnr. Duif de Waal sterk aan na ‘n
operasie

• Mnr. P Swanepoel sterk aan na ‘n
rug operasie

• Mnr. Marius du Preez sterk aan
na ‘n operasie

LEDEGELD VIR 2018

• Hoof lid – R350
• Pensionaris – R300
• Gade – R200
• Juniors – R200

NUWE AANSOEK VIR 2018

• Aansluiting as lid – R300
• Toegewyde Jagter Status – R450
• Versamelaar Status – R200

LISENSIE HERNUWINGS
Die bestuur versoek ‘n opname van al
u wapenlisensies se vervaldatums
sodat ons u vroegtydig kan herinner
om te hernu. Die inligting is slegs om
‘n diens aan u te lewer. U kan die
inligting vir ons stuur via email,
Whatsapp, ‘scan’ of persoonlik kom
aflewer. Ons aanvaar die inligting ook
in foto formaat. Aansoek om
hernuwing moet 90 dae voor verval
datum in wees.
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well as the establishment of a
comprehensive and effective system
of firearm control.”

It further stated that: “Section 3 seeks
to achieve this by forbidding
individuals from possessing firearms
without an appropriate licence. Each
licence has a limited lifespan of two to
ten years. If an individual, in
possession of a firearm, does not
possess a valid licence, such a person
commits a criminal offence and may
be fined or imprisoned for a period of
up to 15 years.

If a person wishes to renew a licence,
section 24(1) of the Act requires an
application to the Registrar at least 90
days before the expiry date. Section
28 sets out four different situations in
which a licence will terminate:
expiration; voluntary surrender;
declaration by the Registrar or a Court
that the holder is unfit to possess a
firearm; and cancellation in terms of
the Act. Certain procedures are in
place, under sections 102 and 103, to
ensure due process in situations
where a person is declared unfit to
possess a firearm. However, no similar
provisions exist when a licence
expires.”

SA Hunters argued that it was nearly
impossible to meet the requirements
of legality after failing to comply with
the 90-day limit set out in section 24
of the Act, and that the Act did not
leave any room for people that have
failed to apply for a renewal according
to the 90-day requirement, to bring
themselves back within the
parameters of the law.

The High Court identified four
problems with the challenged
provisions:
• the lack of clarity as to how a

licence-holder who failed to
comply with the time-limit
established by section 24 might
rectify the situation;

• the lack of due process in
circumstances in which a licence
expires

• uncertainty as to how a licence-
holder is to dispose of a firearm
upon expiration; and

• the fact that no provision is made
for the surrender of a firearm for
value.

The High Court held that section 9 of
the Constitution is violated insofar as
licence-holders are treated differently
in the four situations set out in section
28 of the Act. It concluded that the
Act is inconsistent with section 25 of
the Constitution in that there is no
provision allowing licence-holders
whose licences have expired to sell
their firearms, surrender them for
value or deposit them for safekeeping
with the police or a firearms dealer.
The Minister of Police said the High
Court’s declaration that the
challenged provisions were
constitutionally invalid in their
entirety, was overbroad and that
defects could be remedied, without
having to strike down both sections.
The Minister disagreed that any
differential treatment occurred in
terms of Section 9 of the Constitution.
The Minister also argued that
forfeiture of a firearm upon failure to
comply with the Act does not amount
to unlawful deprivation of property in
terms of Section 25 of the
Constitution, because it was
appropriate and in accordance with a
law of general application towards
promoting public health, welfare,
safety and security.

*MEDIA RELEASE: SA Hunters and Game 
Conservation Association comments on 
Constitutional Court ruling on firearms 
legislation. 7 February 2018

BWAV BESTUUR 2018
• VOORSITTER
Louw Pretorius – 082 751 9767

• ONDER-VOORSITTER
Hendrie Kapp - 082 784 1938

• SEKRETATIS/ADMIN DAME
Louise Visagie - 079 395 7990

• JAGTERS FORUM/VERSAMELAARS
KOMITEE

Phillip Putter - 082 467 0046

• INSTANDHOUDING
Tokkie Kruger - 082 822 7964

• TESOURIER
Francois Nolte - 082 925 9460

• REKENKUNDIGE BEAMPTE
Nic Pretorius - 081 520 1407


